
 

South Gloucestershire Cycle Forum - Minutes 
 

Location:MS Teams 

Time & Date: 12pm on Thursday 25th November 2021 
 
Attending: 
 
Lee Lodder (SGC)  
Ann O'Driscoll (SusCom) 
Andrew Gough (Bristol Cycle Campaign) 
Bob Keen 
Tony Sharp 
Rob Bushill 
Rebecca Bennett 
Matthew Gosling 
James Taylor 
Alex Simpson 
Nesta Pritchard 
Andy Steward (MoD) 

Updates From previous meeting 
 
Resurfacing on Cowslip Lane rag lane etc raised by TS at the last meeting. – two large 
patches on Cowship lane will be resurfaced in the current financial year but no dates 
confirmed as yet. The whole of this section is on the list for surface dressing in future. 
Westend lane and Ragland Lane will require significant patching before they can be 
resurfaced, no timescales available for that work, but they are assessed against other 
priorities when drawing up the programme each year. 
  
Parkway bridge – 2-way traffic flow has been reinstated here, but with a permanently 
widened footway – we would be interested to hear any feedback from those who may have 
used the new arrangement. 

Future Transport Zones 
 
Unfortunately Amanda Edmondson from WECA was unable to attend as planned, it is 
hoped that she will be able to attend the next meeting, but LL gave a brief overview of the 
FTZ project: 
 
  
The Future Transport Zone (FTZ) programme is trialling innovative new solutions. the aim 
is to improve the connection between public transport and our communities. 
The FTZ will provide: 



• Last-mile transport options to connect more people to MetroBus and MetroWest 

• A mobile app for journey-planning and tickets, making it easier to use and pay for public transport 

• Transport solutions to help people access new employment opportunities. 

• The Department for Transport has provided funding for us to develop and trial six key transport 

innovations: 

• Mobility as a Service: a one-stop-shop for journey planning and ticketing across all types of 

transport. 

• Mobility Hubs: an integrated space for seamlessly changing between modes of transport. 

• Dynamic Demand-Responsive Transport: improving access to transport within communities. 

• E-scooters: better connected last-mile journeys extending the reach of core transport routes. 

(Current VOI trial) 

• E-cargo bikes: green transport that reduces congestion for freight in city centres. 

• Transport Data Hub: a regional data warehouse to improve transport planning and management. 

The full scope of the Future Transport Zone programme is detailed within the proposal 
document. 
 

Open Forum 
 
 TS – raised the horizon 38 junction – still a poor arrangement for cyclists – the response 
provided by the development control team was as follows: 
 
Horizon 38 have to date built half of the new crossroad junction for the A38. 
 
At the present time cyclists on the slip road are advised to leave the carriageway at the 
new junction, join the shared surface route, cross the junction safely at the uncontrolled 
crossing and re-join the A38 along the previous route. 
 
YTL will be constructing the other half of the junction commencing in January 2022 when 
the layout will change to this: 

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/WECA-FMZ-Bid-Submission-Redaction-V2.pdf
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/WECA-FMZ-Bid-Submission-Redaction-V2.pdf


 
There will also be an additional set of signals on the slip road and at the bottom of the 
southbound ramp of the A38 overbridge North of this plan. 
 
Southbound cyclists will be accommodated with the installation of the new signal junction, 
only those who need to get into the YTL development and Arena (when available) will 
need to leave the carriageway and cross the A38 by the controlled crossing. 
 



The Cycle route provision within the site is aiming to be LTN1/20 compliant.  
 
Andy Stewart from the MoD Bicycle user group raised a number of issues by email in 
advance those issues and responses from relevant officers were as follows: 
 
Railway Path – Staple Hill - Temporary Diversion – Route and Signage 
 
Whilst the work is recognised as needed and is supported, people are very unhappy about 
the temporary diversion around the Staple Hill drainage works as reflected in the great 
many comments on social media. Summarising them:  

▪ why have the works been scheduled over the winter months? It has taken some time to organise 

the works since the allocation of the funding. We are working close to a badger sett and have 

obtained a badger licence to undertake works in the area. The licence has a stipulated time period 

that we have to work within to avoid disturbance to the badgers. 

▪ why are they taking so long (8 weeks)? 500 metres of ditching and ditch widening will take a long 

time. Every dumper load has to be carried along the cycle path and then loaded onto a lorry for 

disposal. All of this double handling takes time and is much slower due to the load carrying 

capability of the path and the distances involved. 

▪ why is access not able to be maintained / at least overnight / during the morning and evening 

peaks? (It has been noted that plant has been using the access at the Staple Hill end to dump spoil 

on the grass verge near the path thus undermining the argument that plant can’t use the path and 

manoeuvre around users) Cleaning the path and making the site safe every night would take time 

and prolong the scheme. In addition we have to trench across the path in places to fix the existing 

drainage pipes, so at times you would not be able to get across the trench easily. Furthermore, it 

would have significant costs to do the above operations every day. 

▪ who designed the diversion route and what was their thinking? It has been advertised as “avoiding 

unlit or darker wooded areas so people feel as safe as possible now the clocks have changed”. It 

has been pointed out that it is unnecessarily long and complicated, unnecessarily hilly, it uses a mix 

of busy roads with too many junctions including nasty right turns off the busy Soundwell Road. It 

urgently needs a major re-think. The diversion route was jointly agreed between SGC and Sustrans. 

There are shorter but more complicated routes we could have chosen. 

▪ when the same section was closed previously, the diversion route used back-streets and a lane 

parallel to the main Broad / High Street. There was some controversy regarding that because the 

lane was I understand private property (and not a right of way) but that could have been resolved 

and that route used again. It was not possible to use the private access route for the diversion as 

there would not have been time to seek agreement of all relevant parties. 

▪ Signage – the current route is presently signed using small pavement mounted ‘Pedestrians’ signs. 

These are difficult to spot, and anyway have been poorly thought out and positioned, and they are 

evidently being moved or knocked over and hidden behind parked cars. Whatever route is used it 

needs to be properly signed – with signs fixed to street furniture. Every two days the signs are 

checked, they have been repositioned several times to try and make the layout as easy as possible 

to follow. We don’t tend to use street furniture to mount signs on as it is not always in the most 

convenient position for the signs. 

▪ Warning signs for motorists – there don’t appear to be any signs warning motorists that the route is 

being used by (more) cyclists. These should have been erected, I will chase this up. 

 
LL will feed back that those present requested for improved signage and vegetation 
removal to widen the temporary path, and also whether the route could be opened 
over the weekends. 
 



 
NCN4 Portside improvements 
 

• On the whole positive feedback but let down currently by the final section when you get to the 

Western Approach Distribution Park end (near the Amazon distribution centre) - the surfaced 

path ends abruptly and the surface is incredibly poor, poorly marked and signed and often 

blocked by lorries and contractors' vehicles etc. (There is clearly future work planned but none 

taking place currently). Even if future work has the potential to impact on this part it needs to 

be improved / finished. The section of NCN4 in question near the M49 junction was outside of 

the scope of the NCN4 improvements scheme as its not land which we control. It is the either 

the Developer’s responsibility and/or National Highways (formerly Highways England), we will 

check with them on progress with that section. 

 
A4174 – Signage/Posts installed on Shared use path on section near Junction with 
Holiday Inn –  
 

• Work was carried out here to improve this junction but sadly around the same time, a short 

distance east, new signage has been installed, the posts for which have been unnecessarily set 

into the path and hence narrow it without warning and unnecessarily. It’s not terrible, but it’s 

sad, again, that for the sake of a bit more careful design and thought this important, busy 

section of path has been unnecessarily made less safe. LL has asked colleagues to look into 

whether this sign can be adjusted. Worth noting though that this sign was installed in 2017/18 

in conjunction with the opening of the Stoke Gifford bypass, and was put in by consultants 

working on behalf of the council, no complaints have been received about it previously. 

 
RBu suggested that the transport function of cycling needed to be emphasised more in 
order to get political support for schemes, it's not just a leisure activity. 
 
NP raised the issue of the Council's plan to remove the Signal Road/Charnell Road 
closures (next to the Staple Hill entrance of the B2B path) and the impact this will have on 
active transport. 
-NP has undertaken some ad hoc counts of cyclists – and counted 160 in an hour on a 
weekday morning (though it should be noted this is because of the current closure) 
 
LL will look to circulate director Nigel Riglar's response to recent queries. 
 
RB – suggested promoting the JCG (and BEFWCG) more to cycle forum members 
encourage members of the public to attend. – LL will speak to the two chairs to 
progress this. 
-TS suggested more frequent cycle forum meetings and also that SGC should have 
cycling officers and/or cycle champion to be involved in all schemes also the need for 
cycling officers should be included within the clean air plan?) – LL to feed back 
 
 
RBe – understands that Yate town council are pushing for SGC to agree to open the 
access gate near the armadillo to allow exit from car park and ease queues to McDonalds 
this would negatively impact the existing cycle routes through the car park. RB will send 
an email with more info and LL will follow up. 
 



AG noted that Councillors, including the exec members for transport used to attend cycle 
forum – can members attend in future please – LL to raise this with current exec 
member Steve Reade. 
 
Lack of lighting on current cycle routes was raised, notably Concorde way in B 
Stoke/Stoke Gifford section and Broad Lane in Engine Common. 
 

Proposed Dates for next meetings:  
    
The next meeting will also be on Teams, no decision on format of future meetings has 
been taken, but most keen to see virtual attendance remain an option 
 
Provisional dates for future meetings are as follows: 
   
           Wednesday 16th February 2022 - MS TEAMS 
          Tuesday 24th May 2022 -TBC 
          Thursday 25th August 2022 - TBC 
 
 


