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Chapter 27 Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park 

Chapter 27 

Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park 

Figure 27.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 24 and landscape 

character context 
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Chapter 27 Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park 

Figure 27.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 24 
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Chapter 27 Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park 

Viewpoint Information 

Grid reference: ST 61803 77187 

View location: Obelisk on Star Hill, Stoke Park. 

View direction: Views south, east and west into LCA 13: Frome Valley and 

across LCA 14: Kingswood. 

Relationship with Visually Important Hillside (VIH): The viewpoint is located 

approximately 180m west of Sims Hill VIH which can be seen within the view. 

Experienced by: Visitors to Stoke Park Estate, accessible via public footpaths 

LSG/26/20 and LSG/26/60. 
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Chapter 27 Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park 

Characteristics 

Popularity, access and facilities 

◼ The viewpoint is located within the Stoke Park Estate, a Grade II listed 

Registered Park and Garden, and public park managed by Bristol City Council. It 

is marked on Google Maps as ‘Lady Elizabeth Somerset's Obelisk’ and is likely 

to attract many visitors as a result. 

◼ Public footpaths LSG/26/20 and LSG/26/60 provide further public access to the 

viewpoint. 

◼ A bench is provided near the viewpoint to facilitate enjoyment of the view. 

Relationship with the Cotswolds National 

Landscape (CNL) 

◼ The viewpoint is located outside the Cotswolds National Landscape but offers 

views east towards the Cotswold Scarp. 

◼ Views of the Cotswold Scarp are considered to be a special quality of the 

designated landscape, as set out in the CNL Management Plan. 

Quality, value and features of the view 

◼ The viewpoint occupies an elevated position within the park and provides a 

panoramic (180°) view south, east and west east over Fishponds, Stapleton, and 

the edge of Bristol. 

◼ The Cotswold Scarp is visible on the skyline in long distance views to the east 

(including the distinctive line of beech trees on Freezing Hill), whilst Dundry Hill 

(in North Somerset) forms the horizon in views to the south-east. Views to the 

south extend across Stoke Park Estate towards the edge of Bristol. 

◼ The distinctive yellow Dower House (Grade II* listed) located on a small hill 

within the park (0.4km away) is a prominent landmark feature in views to the 
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Chapter 27 Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park 

east, as is the Purdown BT Tower (1.4km away) in views to the south-west. 

Other landmarks include the clock tower at UWE Glenside Campus (1km away), 

the spires of the Grade II* listed Stapleton Holy Trinity Church (1.2km away), the 

Grade II listed St Mary's Church in Fishponds (1.8km away), and the clocktower 

of Cossham Hospital in Hillfields (2km away) which forms a prominent vertical 

skyline feature that is notably higher than the surrounding buildings. 

◼ The viewpoint is located within the designed landscape of Stoke Park (Grade II 

Registered Park and Garden). 

◼ The busy M32 dual carriageway is visible immediately to the south-east and 

detracts from the overall composition of the view. 

Summary 

The Stoke Park viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it meets most of the criteria 

to some extent. It is a popular and well-known viewpoint and likely to attract many 

visitors being within Stoke Park; it is located on a public footpath with a bench 

provided to facilitate enjoyment of the view; it allows an appreciation of the 

Cotswolds National Landscape; it provides a panoramic view that takes in the 

notable landscape features of the Stoke Park Estate, Dundry Hill and the 

Cotswold Scarp, and the landmark features of Dower House, Purdown BT Tower, 

clock tower at UWE Glenside Campus, Stapleton Holy Trinity Church, St Mary's 

Church and the clocktower of Cossham Hospital in Hillfields; and is a designed 

viewpoint from a Registered Park and Garden.. 

South Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment 207 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

Report produced by LUC 

Report produced by LUC 

Bristol 

12th Floor, Colston Tower, Colston Street, Bristol BS1 4XE 

0117 929 1997 

bristol@landuse.co.uk 

Cardiff 

16A, 15th Floor, Brunel House, 2 Fitzalan Rd, Cardiff CF24 0EB 

0292 032 9006 

cardiff@landuse.co.uk 

Edinburgh 

Atholl Exchange, 6 Canning Street, Edinburgh EH3 8EG 

0131 202 1616 

edinburgh@landuse.co.uk 

Glasgow 

37 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JJ 

0141 334 9595 

glasgow@landuse.co.uk 

London 

250 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8RD 

020 7383 5784 

london@landuse.co.uk 

Manchester 

6th Floor, 55 King Street, Manchester M2 4LQ 

0161 537 5960 

manchester@landuse.co.uk 

landuse.co.uk 

Landscape Design / Strategic Planning & Assessment 

Development Planning / Urban Design & Masterplanning 

Environmental Impact Assessment / Landscape Planning & Assessment 

Landscape Management / Ecology / Historic Environment / GIS & Visualisation 

https://landuse.co.uk
mailto:manchester@landuse.co.uk
mailto:london@landuse.co.uk
mailto:glasgow@landuse.co.uk
mailto:edinburgh@landuse.co.uk
mailto:cardiff@landuse.co.uk
mailto:bristol@landuse.co.uk

	Chapter 27
	Strategic Viewpoint 24: Stoke Park
	Characteristics
	Popularity, access and facilities
	Relationship with the Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL)
	Quality, value and features of the view

	Summary





