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Key Findings:

·       In March 2023, 3,055 residents claimed unemployment related benefits, equating to 1.7% of the working age population. 
·       The claimant rate for South Gloucestershire remains substantially lower than the national and regional averages of 3.8% and 2.5%.
·       The proportion of 'younger' and 'older' claimants also remains below the national and regional averages.
·       Kingswood (2.8%), Patchway Coniston (2.7%) and Charlton & Cribbs (2.5%) are the wards with the highest claimant rate, although all are below the national average.

Claimant Count
 

Area

225 Staple Hill & Mangotsfield
200 Filton
175 Stoke Gifford
170 Kingswood
155 Emersons Green
155 Thornbury
140 Woodstock
140 Yate North
130 Charlton & Cribbs
125 New Cheltenham
125 Yate Central
110 Hanham
105 Bradley Stoke North
105 Frampton Cotterell
100 Bradley Stoke South
100 Dodington

During the month of March 2023, a total of 3,055 claimants of 
unemployment related benefits were made across South 
Gloucestershire.

Staple Hill and Mangotsfield (225) and Filton (200) had the 
highest number of claimants. Boyd Valley (30) and Charfield 
(40) had the lowest.

3055
Claimant Count
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Percentage of working age residents claiming unemployment related benefits

0

2

4

6

Date

So
ut

h 
G

lo
uc

es
te

rs
hi

re
, W

es
…

2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

South Gloucestershire West of England EnglandTotal Claimants:

In March 2023 3,055 (1.7%) of South Gloucestershire's working age population were claiming 
unemployment benefits. 

The local claimant rate remains lower than the national (England) and regional (West of England) 
rates, (3.8% and 2.5% respectively).

Note:
The monthly claimant count is not the official unemployment rate, but it provides the most regularly 
updated source of unemployment data at local level. The Claimant Count includes the stock of 
Universal Credit and Job Seekers Allowance Claimants.

Source: ONS (2022)

Monthly Claimant Count
March 2023

Estimated ward claimant count and rate (%) -
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Sub-district analysis (estimated claimant count and rate by ward):

In March 2023, the wards with the greatest number of claimants made 
were Staple Hill and Mangotsfield (225), Filton (200) and Stoke Gifford 
(175). The wards with the highest claimant rates (total claimants as a 
proportion of the local population) were Kingswood (2.8%), Patchway 
Coniston (2.7%) and Charlton & Cribbs (2.5%). These are below the 
national (England) average, which has a claimant rate of 3.8%.
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Percentage of 16-24 year olds claiming unemployment related benefits
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Young claimants (aged 16-24 years):

As of March 2023, 1.9% of those aged between 16-24 claimed unemployment related 
benefits in South Gloucestershire. This figure is the lower than the regional (West of 
England) claimant rate of 2.0%, and lower than the national (England) level of 3.9%.

From 2014 to 2020, the number of 16–24-year-olds claiming unemployment related benefits 
had been declining. 

As shown by the graph, in March 2020 until April 2021, there was a sharp increase in young 
claimants coinciding with the COVID-19 pandemic.

Since April 2021, the number of young people claiming unemployment related benefits has 
largely been on decline. Since July 2022, there has been an increase in young claimants, 
perhaps in part due to rising costs resulting current circumstances out of the Council's 
control. 

Percentage of +50 year olds claiming unemployment related benefits
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Older claimants (aged 50+ years):

As of March 2023, 1.1% of those aged over 50 claimed unemployment related benefit in 
South Gloucestershire. This figure is significantly lower than the regional (West of England) 
claimant rate of 2.0%, and the national (England) rate of 2.9%.

The graph shows similar changes in claimant rates to the previous one.

Sharp increases were seen in March 2020, in line with the COVID-19 pandemic. Since 
February 2021, the claimant rate across the three regions has been declining. 

Whilst the West of England has seen an increase in older claimants since August 2022, such 
changes have not yet been seen at the South Gloucestershire level.

Monthly Claimant Count

Source: (ONS, 2022)
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Number of businesses by their size (South Glos) (2022)
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Business Counts

Source: ONS (2022)

In January 2022, there were 10,290 businesses across South Gloucestershire.

This figure is higher than the local authorities of Bath and North East Somerset and 
North Somerset, which had 8,535 and 8,955 respectively.

Bristol had a much greater number of businesses, with 18,485 at the time figures 
was recorded.

In January 2022, the most common business type in South Gloucestershire was a 'micro' business, 
which is defined as having 0-9 employees.

During this year, there were 9,200 micro business. There were 895 small businesses (with 10-49 
employees), 150 medium sized businesses (with 50 to 249 employees), and 35 large businesses 
(with 250+ employees).
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Unemployment rate (% of economically active)
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Economic activity in South Gloucestershire
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In June 2022 (latest available data), 26,600 people in South Gloucestershire aged 16-64 
were classed as economically inactive. This is 9.2% of the total population of the local 
authority, which was 290,400 as of the 2021 Census.

6,800 of these residents were students, 5,400 were retired, 5,100 were looking after 
family/home, 4,700 were long-term sick, and 4,700 identified as other.

Employment and economic inactivity

Since December 2021, the 
unemployment rate in South 
Gloucestershire has been 
declining.

As of June 2022, the 
unemployment rate was 2.2% 
of the economically active 
population.

During that month, the 
employment rate (% of 
residents aged 16-64) was 
83%.

Employment rate (% residents aged 16-64)
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Source: ONS (2022)
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