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Chapter 15
Strategic Viewpoint 12: Hanging Hill

Figure 15.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 12 and landscape

character context
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Chapter 15  Strategic Viewpoint 12: Hanging Hill
Figure 15.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 12
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Chapter 15  Strategic Viewpoint 12: Hanging Hill

Characteristics

Popularity, access and facilities

B Views from this viewpoint are representative of those described in LCA 3:
Ashwicke Ridges, which notes that “extensive views are possible over the area
from the open upper ridges”™.

B The viewpoint is publicly accessible, located on the Cotswold Way National Trall
and on open access land. It is marked on Google Maps as ‘Hanging Hill’ and is
likely to attract many visitors as a result.

B A bench is provided nearby to facilitate enjoyment of the view and a
commemorative way marker and information board for the Battle of Lansdown is
located 255m to the west to provide interpretation of the landscape.

Relationship with the Cotswolds National
Landscape (CNL)

B The viewpoint is located within the CNL and provides both views to and from the
designated landscape, including views north-east along the Cotswold Scarp.

B Views to and from the Cotswold Scarp are considered to be a special quality of
the designated landscape, as set out in the CNL Management Plan.

Quality, value and features of the view

B Hanging Hill is the highest point within South Gloucestershire and so this
elevated viewpoint provides a sweeping panoramic view (180°) along the
Ashwicke Ridges VIH to the north and north-west over a large proportion of the
district. In middle-distance views, the adjacent Golden Valley is seen to the
north-west (characterised by a mosaic of irregular, medium sized mixed fields
defined by mature hedgerows, interspersed with scattered woodlands, copses
and shelterbelts, and a dispersed settlement pattern of scattered farmsteads).
The undulating slopes of the Cotswold Scarp are seen in views to the north that
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mainly features the managed landscape of Tracy Park Golf Course, with the
distinctive landform of the scarp on the horizon. Longer distance views to the
north-west look across the shallow ridges, valleys and vale landscapes of South
Gloucestershire where small settlements are scattered across the landscape,
and the urban sprawl of the Bristol conurbation forming a dominant feature in
views to the north-west. The view extends towards the levels and estuary with
the distinctive hillsides of South Wales forming a distinctive backdrop.

B The Severn Bridge and Prince of Wales Bridge form distant landmark features
over 24km away.

B A locally distinctive group of three wind turbines near Tytherington are visible
15km away against the relatively low-lying landform; although do not detract from
the overall composition of the view given the breadth of the view.

B The viewpoint location is historically significant, associated with The Battle of
Lansdown (1643), with a Registered Battlefield located 255m to the west of the
viewpoint.

Summary

The Hanging Hill viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it significantly meets all of
the criteria. It is a popular, well known and recorded viewpoint and likely to attract
many visitors; it is noted in the South Gloucestershire Landscape Character
Assessment as being a natural observation point from which to appreciate the
landscape; it is located on a promoted footpath with a bench, commemorative
way marker and information board facilitating enjoyment and interpretation of the
view; it allows appreciation of the Cotswold National Landscape and provides a
notable view from the designated landscape; it provides a panoramic view that
takes in notable landscape features and landmark features across most of South
Gloucestershire and extends to the hills of South Wales; and it has historic

associations with The Battle of Lansdown (1643).
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