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Chapter 4 Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage 

Chapter 4 

Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage 

Figure 4.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 1 and landscape 

character context 
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Chapter 4 Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage 

Figure 4.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 1 
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Chapter 4 Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage 

Viewpoint Information 

Grid reference: ST 56368 88963 

View location: Aust Wharf Road, Old Passage. 

View direction: View north, west and south-west across LCA 21: Severn 

Shoreline and Estuary. 

Relationship with Visually Important Hillside (VIH): The viewpoint is not 

located along or looks towards a VIH. 

Experienced by: Residents on Aust Wharf Road/ Passage Road, 

recreational users of The Severn Way long distance footpath and other 

public rights of way (including footpaths OAU/34/10 and OAU/51/10), and 

transient views for cyclists along National Cycle Network Route 4. 
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Chapter 4 Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage 

Characteristics 

Popularity, access and facilities 

◼ The viewpoint location is noted in LCA 20: Pilning Levels which identifies 

the “panoramic views across the adjacent landscape and across along the 

estuary, including of the Severn Bridges” afforded from The Severn Way 

footpath. 

◼ The viewpoint is publicly accessible, located along The Severn Way long 

distance footpath. 

◼ An information board is provided as part of the ‘A Forgotten Landscape’ 

project to facilitate enjoyment and interpretation of the view. 

Quality, value and features of the view 

◼ The viewpoint provides open and expansive panoramic (180°) views 

across the Severn Estuary and its shoreline (characterised by the open 

and exposed landscape of the estuary and intertidal zone of bed rock, 

shingle, rivuletted mudflats and salt marsh). The view extends to the 

wooded hills of the Wye Valley and South Wales forming a prominent 

backdrop in views and a distinctive skyline in views west. 

◼ The Severn Bridge (Grade I listed) is a prominent landmark feature seen 

within the view (located 1km to the north). The Prince of Wales Bridge is 

also visible (located 4.7km to the south-west), although is partially 

obscured by tall wetland vegetation. 

◼ Two large pylons and pale-coloured warehouses (on the opposite 

shoreline) slightly detract from the overall composition of the view. 
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Chapter 4 Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage 

Summary 

The Old Passage viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it meets most of the 

criteria to some extent. It is noted in the South Gloucestershire Landscape 

Character Assessment as being a natural observation point from which to 

appreciate the landscape; it is located on a promoted footpath and cycle path and 

likely to attract many visitors; an information board is provided to provide 

interpretation of the view; and it provides a panoramic view and takes in the 

notable landscape features of the Severn Estuary and hills of the Wye Valley and 

South Wales, and the landmark features of the Severn Bridge and Prince of 

Wales Bridge. 

South Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment 23 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

Report produced by LUC 

Report produced by LUC 

Bristol 

12th Floor, Colston Tower, Colston Street, Bristol BS1 4XE 

0117 929 1997 

bristol@landuse.co.uk 

Cardiff 

16A, 15th Floor, Brunel House, 2 Fitzalan Rd, Cardiff CF24 0EB 

0292 032 9006 

cardiff@landuse.co.uk 

Edinburgh 

Atholl Exchange, 6 Canning Street, Edinburgh EH3 8EG 

0131 202 1616 

edinburgh@landuse.co.uk 

Glasgow 

37 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JJ 

0141 334 9595 

glasgow@landuse.co.uk 

London 

250 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8RD 

020 7383 5784 

london@landuse.co.uk 

Manchester 

6th Floor, 55 King Street, Manchester M2 4LQ 

0161 537 5960 

manchester@landuse.co.uk 

landuse.co.uk 

Landscape Design / Strategic Planning & Assessment 

Development Planning / Urban Design & Masterplanning 

Environmental Impact Assessment / Landscape Planning & Assessment 

Landscape Management / Ecology / Historic Environment / GIS & Visualisation 

https://landuse.co.uk
mailto:manchester@landuse.co.uk
mailto:london@landuse.co.uk
mailto:glasgow@landuse.co.uk
mailto:edinburgh@landuse.co.uk
mailto:cardiff@landuse.co.uk
mailto:bristol@landuse.co.uk

	Chapter 4
	Strategic Viewpoint 1: Old Passage
	Characteristics
	Popularity, access and facilities
	Quality, value and features of the view

	Summary





