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Chapter 18
Strategic Viewpoint 15: St Arilda’s Church
(Oldbury-on-Severn)

Figure 18.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 15 and landscape
character context
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Figure 18.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 15
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Chapter 18  Strategic Viewpoint 15: St Arilda’s Church (Oldbury-on-Severn)

Characteristics

Popularity, access and facilities

B Cowhill and St Arilda’s Church are mentioned in two walking route guides
produced as part of the ‘A Forgotten Landscape’ project: Route 4 (Oldbury-
Kington loop) [See reference 1] notes the “stunningly sited St Arilda’s church,
from which there are beautiful views across the estuary” and Route 5 (Long
Littleton Loop) [See reference 2] notes the “wonderful views” available from the
church.

B Views from this viewpoint are representative of those described in LCA 18:
Severn Ridges, which states that “the rounded tump to the north of Cowhill,
crowned by St Arilda’s Church, is a prominent and distinctive landmark locally,
both within this area and the adjacent Pilning Levels”.

B The viewpoint is publicly accessible via Church Lane, as well as from a number
of public rights of way adjoining the road including O0S/82/10, O0S/83/10,
00S/60/10 and O0S/81/10.

B A toposcope and a bench are provided within the churchyard to facilitate
enjoyment and interpretation of the view.

Quality, value and features of the view

B An elevated viewpoint located on an outlier hill of the Severn Ridges VIH, which
provides a panoramic (180°) view over the surrounding 'levels' landscape
(characterised by flat, small and regular fields, and blocks of woodland), towards
the Severn Estuary, and beyond to the wooded hills of the Wye Valley and South
Wales.

B The Severn Bridge forms a prominent landmark feature in views to the south-
west 4.5km away, with glimpsed distant views to the Prince Wales Bridge
beyond (10km away). Oldbury Power Station and Berkley Power Stations also
form landmark features to the north-west (2.5km and 9km away, respectively).

B Several pylon lines slightly detract from the overall composition of the view.
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Summary

The St Arilda’s Church (Oldbury-on-Severn) viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as
it meets most of the criteria to some extent. It is a popular, well known and
recorded viewpoint and likely to attract many visitors; it is noted in the South
Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment as being a natural observation
point from which to appreciate the landscape,; it is located on a public footpath
with a bench and toposcope facilitating enjoyment and interpretation of the view;
and it provides a panoramic view that takes in the notable landscape features of
the levels, Severn Estuary and hills of the Wye Valley and South Wales, and the
landmark features of the Severn Bridge, the Prince of Wales Bridge, Oldbury

Power Station and Berkley Power Station.
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References

1 A Forgotten Landscape ‘Oldbury Kington Loop’ walking route guide. (No date).
Available at: https://www.aforgottenlandscape.org.uk/projects/oldbury-kington-

loop/

2 A Forgotten Landscape ‘Long Littleton Loop’ walking route guide. (No date).
Available at: https://www.aforgottenlandscape.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/RWO05web LongLittleL.pdf
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