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Chapter 24 Strategic Viewpoint 21: Wickwar Ridge 

Chapter 24 

Strategic Viewpoint 21: Wickwar Ridge 

Figure 24.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 21 and landscape 

character context 
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Chapter 24 Strategic Viewpoint 21: Wickwar Ridge 

Figure 24.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 21 

South Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment 179 



   

    

 

   

      

    

  

 

      

       

  

  

 

Chapter 24 Strategic Viewpoint 21: Wickwar Ridge 

Viewpoint Information 

Grid reference: ST 71807 87250 

View location: On public footpath LYA/12/20, south of Frith Lane, near Wickwar. 

View direction: Views north-west across LCA 8: Yate Vale and towards LCA 17: 

Rudgeway and Tytherington Ridge. Views south-west towards LCA 10: Earthcott 

Vale. 

Relationship with Visually Important Hillside (VIH): The viewpoint is located 

on the elevated, linear plateau landform above the Wickwar Ridge VIH, and 

represents views experienced from it. 

Experienced by: Pedestrians along Frith Lane, and recreational users of public 

footpaths LYA/12/20 and LYA/10/10. 
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Chapter 24 Strategic Viewpoint 21: Wickwar Ridge 

Characteristics 

Popularity, access and facilities 

◼ Views from this viewpoint are representative of those described in LCA 5: 

Wickwar Ridge and Vale which states that there are "expansive westward views 

across the landscapes to the north of Yate". 

◼ The viewpoint is publicly accessible from Frith Lane on footpath LYA/12/20. 

Quality, value and features of the view 

◼ An elevated viewpoint providing panoramic (180°) views west across the settled 

rural landscape of Yate Vale (characterised by medium-scale mixed use fields 

interspersed with scattered farmsteads, small copses and shelterbelts, and 

woodlands). In views to the south-west from here and the linear plateau lying 

east of SVP 21, the wooded slopes of the Tytherington Ridge and the Severn 

Ridges beyond form notable landform features and provide a sense of 

containment to the view. The hills of South Wales form a backdrop to long-

distance views west and south-west. 

◼ The Purdown BT Tower in Bristol is a distant landmark feature (15km away). 

◼ A locally distinctive group of three wind turbines near Tytherington (7km away), 

several pylon lines, industrial development at Avonmouth (visible in long distance 

views) and large light-coloured warehouses at Yate industrial estate to the south 

slightly detract from the overall composition of the view. 
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Chapter 24 Strategic Viewpoint 21: Wickwar Ridge 

Summary 

The Wickwar Ridge viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it meets most of the 

criteria to some extent. It is noted in the South Gloucestershire Landscape 

Character Assessment as being a natural observation point from which to 

appreciate the landscape; it is located on a public footpath; and it provides a 

panoramic view that that takes in the notable landscape features of the Yate Vale, 

the Tytherington Ridge, the Severn Ridges, the hills of South Wales, and the 

landmark feature of the Purdown BT Tower. 
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