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Chapter 14  River Frome - steeper valley sides

Chapter 14
River Frome - steeper valley sides

The River Frome VIH comprises the steep western and eastern valley sides to
the River Frome. It is located on the southern edge of the South
Gloucestershire boundary and is located within the Frome Valley (LCA 13)
landscape character area. The VIH contributes towards the setting of the river
which is confined by the steep wooded valley sides, and is associated with

views towards and from Frenchay Conservation Area.
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Chapter 14 River Frome - steeper valley sides

Figure 14.1: Location of the River Frome Visually Important

Hillside and landscape character context

© Natural England copyright © Crown copyright and database rights, Ordnance Survey CB:HS. EB:shayler_h LUC 12274_2024 _r1_VIHSVPUpdates 17/07/2024
licence number 100023410 (2024). Source: LUC, SGDC, NE, OS
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River Frome - steeper valley sides

Chapter 14

Figure 14.2: Detailed map of the River Frome Visually Important

Hillside
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Chapter 14  River Frome - steeper valley sides
Figure 14.3: View of the River Frome steeper valley sides from the Frome Valley Walkway
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Characteristics

Distinctiveness and identity

B The River Frome VIH is readily identifiable as a natural landform feature on
OS mapping as the steep sides of the valley are identified with close contour
lines along the River Frome, forming a ‘v’ shaped valley.

B The VIH is a distinctive feature with a clear sense of identity as noted in the
following publications:

m LCA 13: Frome Valley description in South Gloucestershire Landscape
Character Assessment SPD notes that “the river again passes through a
small, incised valley and gorge through Frenchay, before flowing south-
west, beyond this LCA.”

m The Frenchay Conservation Area document [See reference 1] states that
“the river has a dramatic setting with its mainly enclosed character
confined by the steep wooded valley sides”.

Visual prominence

B Due to the incised and wooded nature of the valley, views along the VIH are
limited to areas of higher elevation. The Frenchay Conservation Area
document mentions that “Frenchay Bridge and Cleevewood Bridge located
high above the river enable good views along the river valley.”

B The VIH is visible from limited public vantage points including from along the
Frome Valley Walkway which runs along the edge of the River Frome.
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Chapter 14  River Frome - steeper valley sides

Character and value

B A key characteristic of the LCA 13: Frome Valley is the “linear woodland
associated with the gorges near Bury Hill and Frenchay and elsewhere along
steep riverbanks.”

B The VIH forms part of the Frenchay Conservation Area and contributes to its
setting as previously noted.

B The character and appearance of the VIH is largely unspoilt by visual
detractors, limited to houses located along the top of the valley sides that
overlook the River Frome.

Summary

The steep sloping valley sides of the River Frome is categorised as a VIH as it
meets most of the criteria to some extent. It is readily identifiable as a natural
landform feature on OS mapping; a distinctive feature with a strong sense of
identity; has some prominence in local views; contributes to the setting of a
Conservation Area; and its character and appearance is largely unspoilt by
visual detractors.
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1 Frenchay Conservation Area SPD (2007). Available at:
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Frenchay-Conservation-
Area-SPD-March-2007.pdf
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