
UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENT PROTOCOL

.

*Ethnic Minority & Traveller Achievement Service

**Traveller Unit officers will visit the encampment on a daily basis to negaotiate a peaceful departure and to provide black bags for rubbish.

Report of unauthorised encampment, location
and (where possible) ownership of land
identified

Visit by Traveller Unit within 1 working day of arrival
to establish:-
1. Ownership of land
2. Whether Gypsys or Travellers
3. Numbers of vehicles and trailers
4. Number of families
5. What their intention is (move on quickly/stay)
6. Location - safe/unsafe, proximity to railways, busy
road, water, power supply, businesses/industry,
leisure centres, schools, sports pitches and residential
settings
7. Impact on surrounding area and local community
(crime, fly tipping, anti-social behaviour, nuisance)
8. Requirement for Health Visitor or EMTAS*
9. Provisison black bags for waste **

Initial notification to
Local Members/MP
Town & Parish Council
Corporate Comms
Corporate Contact Centre
Legal Services
Police
Updates on a working daily
basis via the Traveller Unit
Web Page only

If Council owned land consider requesting Police
exercise of Section 61 power to remove encampment
(if 6 & 7 above apply) and begin negotiations to leave
the land

Police exercise Section 61
power of removal
Encampment leaves
Council arranges clear up

No exercise of Section 61 power by Police
Negotiation unsuccessful, encampment remains
Traveller Unit prepares welfare reports to support
court proceedings for a removal order

DIRECTION TO LEAVE
No significant needs revealed by welfare reports
Service of Section 77 Direction to leave the land
(compliance within 48 hours of the Direction)

Encampment leaves
Council arranges clear up

DIRECTION IGNORED
Application to Bristol Magistrates Court for a Section
78 Removal Order

REMOVAL ORDER ENFORCEMENT
Encampment fails to leave as specified by the Order.
Order enforced promptly subject to availability of the
Bailiff, relevant Council officers and police support
(where necessary) Enforcement may be delayed until
resources are available.
Vacant encampment assessed, cleared and secured
(where necessary)  Webpage updated.
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If privately owned land (including
Town or Parish Council land)
landowner is responsibile for
management and removal but
advice available.

If homeless or rough sleeping, refer
to the Council's Homeless Team

REMOVAL ORDER HEARING
Bristol Magistrates Court (this date maybe up to 2 or
more weeks from date of application)
Order made and served at the Encampment

Encampment leaves
Council arranges clear up
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