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Chapter 34
Strategic Viewpoint 31: Avon Valley
Panorama

Figure 34.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 31 and landscape

character context
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Chapter 34  Strategic Viewpoint 31: Avon Valley Panorama
Figure 34.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 31
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Characteristics

Popularity, access and facilities

B The viewpoint location is marked on Google Maps as 'Avon Valley Panorama'
and is noted as a viewpoint on Komoot (a walking and cycling route planning
app) and is likely to attract many visitors as a result.

B Views from the viewpoint are recorded in the ‘River Avon Trail guide’ booklet
[See reference 1]. Loop Walk 3: Panorama Walk (page 21) notes the
“spectacular views of the River Avon and its steep wooded valley” afforded from
the viewpoint.

B The viewpoint is publicly accessible from Dean Close in Hanham and is located
within Avon Valley Woodlands Local Nature Reserve. It can also be reached via
the River Avon Trail footpath which ascends through the woodland from the
riverside path.

B A litter bin is provided at the entrance to the woodland. There is an information
board and viewing platform at the viewpoint location to facilitate enjoyment and
interpretation of the landscape.

Quality, value and features of the view

B An elevated viewpoint that provides panoramic views (180°) of the River Avon,
and along the Avon Valley (LCA 16), and to the opposite valley side to Eastwood
Farm Local Nature Reserve. To the west/south-west, the horseshoe bend of the
River Avon can be seen winding along the wooded riverbank between the trees.

B The viewpoint provides views along the steep north-facing Avon Valley side,
incorporating views to Hencliff Wood. Woodland on the slopes partially obscure
views when in leaf, becoming more open in the winter months.

B The viewpoint provides views over the Avon Valley Conservation Area. A pylon
line on the skyline slightly detracts from the overall composition of the view.
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Summary

The Avon Panorama viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it meets most of the
criteria to some extent. It is a popular, well known and recorded viewpoint and
likely to attract many visitors; it is located within the Avon Valley Woodlands Local
Nature Reserve and along a local trail with a litter bin, information board and
viewing platform facilitating enjoyment and interpretation of the view; it provides a
panoramic view that takes in the notable landscape features of the dramatic
steeply sloping Avon Valley side and associated woodland, as well as providing
views of the River Avon and Valley in their wider landscape setting/context, and

views into the Avon Valley Conservation Area.
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